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Inside this issue: 
 

 
Another year is behind us and as we 
recover from the over-indulgence of 
the Festive Season we can look for-
ward to another eventful and suc-
cessful beekeeping year.   
 
2013 won’t have the excitement of 
the London Olympics or the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee but, nonetheless, 
I’m sure our bees will keep us busy, 
entertained and hopefully rewarded. 
 
Time waits for no man and the spring 
is just around the corner with all that 
holds for the success of our colonies.  Inside this Newsletter you will 
find full details of one of the important events within our Association -   
our Annual Convention.  And in April we will be holding our 41st Bee 
Market and Auction.  So now is the time to start sorting through your 
beekeeping equipment and deciding what you no longer need and 
what you may wish to sell.  Full details of the Auction will appear in 
future issues. 
 
Very best wishes for a happy, healthy, and above all, rewarding year of 
beekeeping across the county. 
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The West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association is pleased to invite bee-
keepers and those interested in bees and beekeeping to the its An-
nual Convention.  The event is designed to suit beekeepers of all 
standards.  As well as the main lectures, the seminars offer a choice 
of more specialised topics.  Again this year our venue is the excellent 
Lodge Hill Centre, Watersfield, Pulborough, RH20 1LZ.  The Conven-
tion will open at 9.30am, but please arrive earlier to allow time for 
registration, and will close around 4.30pm. 
 
 
Main Lectures  
 
 Impact and status of emergent diseases  
 Nosema ceranae and DWV on honey bees   Dr Dino McMahon 
 and bumble bees 
 
 Reading the Bees      Richard Ball 
 
 Researching bees using Diagnostic  
 Radioentomology      Mark Greco 
 
In addition there is a choice of seminars:  
 
Seminar 1 (you can attend one of these) 
 1)  Dissecting bees without touching them    Mark Greco 

2)  New Queens – Using Simple Methods    Roger Patterson 
3)  Beeswax and its uses      Dr Stephen Case-Green 
 

Seminar 2 (you can attend one of these) 
  4) Biological Control     Sue Cooper  
 5) How to get the best out of foundation and  
      ways to use new drawn comb                Richard Ball  
 
Details of our speakers can be viewed on the West Sussex website where a Booking Form can also be 
downloaded.  Just follow the links to the ‘Convention’ page. 
 

Advance booking per person, WSBKA members £20 (if received by 18th February) 
Members of other associations and non-members £25 

On the day if space allows £25 (choice of seminars may be limited) 
The price includes lunch, and tea and coffee during the day. 

 
 
For further details contact Gordon Allan on 01798 343470 or email wsbkaconvention@gmail.com 
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Annual Convention - Saturday 23rd February 

Delegates at the 2012 convention.  
Photo courtesy of Christine Stevens. 



Around the Divisions 
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All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you 
plan to attend. 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 15th January - ‘How was your year?’ - with a panel of Chichester beekeepers.  Boxgrove 
Village Hall at 7:30pm.  Further details from: secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the Division’s 
website: www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Thursday 17th January - ‘The Anatomy of the Honeybee’ - 
presented by Daisy Day.  The Emmanuel Fellowship Chapel, 
Spy Lane, Loxwood. 7:30pm. 

Details from John Glover: glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com 
or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 

 

Worthing Division 

Thursday 10th January - ‘Homemade Gadgets to Help Beekeepers’ - Denis Sanderson.  Ferring 
Village Hall 7:30pm. Details from Phil Carter: philange5180@btinternet.com or the WBKA website: 
www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  

 
 

... and Dates for your Diary 

Saturday 23rd February - Annual Convention,  Lodge Hill, Watersfield, Pulborough.  See article in 
this newsletter.  Further details from Gordon Allan,  
Tel: 01798 343470 or email: wsbkaconvention@gmail.com  
 

Saturday 2nd March - Wisborough Green ‘Beekeeping for Begin-
ners’ Day.  See article in last month’s Newsletter or visit the West 
Sussex website. 

Saturday 27th April - Annual Bee Market & Auction, Brinsbury 
Campus, Pulborough.  Further details from Graham Elliott, Tel: 
01403 752493, Mobile; 07761 349281 or email:  grahammt@tiscali.co.uk  
 

Full details of the Convention can now be found on the West Sussex BKA website and details for the 
Auction will follow shortly. 

‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 



South-East Region Honey Survey  

Chairman, Tom Moore, shares his thoughts from his apiary in West Sussex. 
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This time last year I wrote about the unusually mild weather and the high level of activity 
seen at the hives.  Well, here we are a year on, and the same thing is happening. 
 
As there is no active beekeeping to do in the middle of winter it is a time when we can 
get a bit of tree work done in our woodland apiary.  Making the most of the few dry days 
there have been, we have felled a number of pine trees and made a new access path 

that will allow us to get the car closer to the hives when it comes to taking off the supers.  That will save 
some effort either carrying them or wheeling them on our small trolley. 
 
While working a couple of days before Christmas, a mild and dry day, around lunchtime all the hives quite 
suddenly became active.  It was clear that the temperature had risen by a critical amount (as far as I could 
tell, from just below 10 to around 11 degrees) and it was a chance for the bees to get out on cleansing 
flights.  One or two seemed as busy as in summer, and at one hive there even seemed to be the ‘flying 
lessons’ that we see when young bees are orienting on the hive. 
 
We took the opportunity to observe the hives, and noticed on the front of one a certain amount of mark-
ing, suggesting some dysentery in the hive.  This rings alarm bells, particularly as there is a fair degree of 
association between Nosema apis and dysentery (though either can be present without the other).  We 
will keep a close eye on that hive and see what happens.  There is really nothing we can do about it at the 
moment.  I was going to take a photograph of the front of the hive, but by the time I got back with my 
camera the next day there had been more heavy rain and all traces of the soiling had been washed away!  
I suggest that everyone spends a little time observing their hives on a mild day, to get some indication of 
how they are. 
 
 
 
   

More from Moore - Watching and Waiting 

As  always, I  will  start by thanking all the beekeepers  who have  taken  the time  to  
respond  to my request for honey crop and price statistics.  This year I’ve had an abso-
lutely fabulous response with 470  replies, so  thank you very much. Many of the 
forms have comments, which are interesting and assist with  the  remarks  that I 
make.  
 
The average take per colony  this season  was  an all time low at 19lbs per colony, con-
siderably lower than last year’s poor 31lb and   the worst average that I have  ever recorded since I 
started surveying in 2005 .  I made that remark last year and I sincerely hope that I don’t have to make it 
again next!  You can  compare previous  year  colony averages in the table (contained within the report). 
 
Alan Byham, South-East Regional Bee Inspector 
 
View Alan’s full report on the WSBKA website: 
www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex/bm~doc/south-east-honey-survey-2012.pdf 

 



We’re on the web: 
www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 

grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 

M EM B E R S '  C O U N TY  N E WS L E T T ER  

For those of you with a Smartphone scan our website’s QR Code 
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And Finally ... 

 
By now you will have seen Andy Willis’s article in the December edition of BBKA 
News with details of the candles he produced as a  gift to the Queen to cele-
brate Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee. 
 
You’ll recall that in the June edition of this Newsletter members were invited to 
donate a small quantity of their beeswax to this project.  Thanks again to 
Christine Stevens (Chichester) and John Glover (Wisborough Green) for their 
contributions. 
 

Candles fit for the Queen - West Sussex’s Contribution 

Photograph courtesy of Andy 
Willis and BBKA News 

So here we are at the end of 2012, the start of 2013, and it is a time of watching and waiting.  We have 
the oxalic acid treatment to be done when we get a cold day, and fingers firmly crossed that all is well in-
side the hives. 
 
I wish all West Sussex members the very best for 2013, and hope that it is a significantly easier and more 
productive beekeeping year than 2012. 
 

Tom 


